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CLERGY,
CONSECRATED MEN AND WOMEN,
CHRIST’S FAITHFUL IN GHANA

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF
PETER CARDINAL POREKUU DERY

Peace and blessings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

I am pleased to address you with an important matter that underscores our collective commitment
to sanctity and holiness within the Church. It is with great joy and reverence that I invite you to join
in a special prayer for the beatification of our esteemed servant of God, Peter Cardinal Porekuu
Dery.

Our late Venerable Prelate, whose life and virtues have profoundly impacted our church and society
at large, exemplified Christian charity, humility, and dedication to authentic worship. His witness
to the Gospel has inspired countless faithful and has become a beacon of light guiding us toward a
deeper relationship with Christ.

To support this process, the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference (GCBC) is calling on all of us to
unite in prayer, asking the Lord Jesus Christ to unite our prayers and petitions, and grant us the
grace of Cardinal Dery’s beatification. His intercession on our behalf, we believe, will be a
powerful help in our spiritual journey, and his eventual recognition as a saint would serve as a
testament to the enduring power of divine grace in our lives. To this end, we entreat all the Priests
to celebrate Holy Mass on 7" March, every year, for the cause of his beatification.

Enclosed with this letter are a prayer specifically composed for this occasion and a short biography.
I encourage you to include this prayer in your liturgies, devotional practices and pastoral activities.
It is our hope that through this collective effort, we may hasten the day when Peter Cardinal
Porekuu Dery is formally declared a saint in the Church.

Your cooperation and zeal in this spiritual endeavour are deeply appreciated. May God bless you
abundantly as you continue your sacred mission in His service.

In Domino,
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MOST REV. MATTHEW KWASI GYAMFI
BISHOP OF SUNYANI & PRESIDENT OF THE

GHANA CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE

CC::
Arch/Bishops
Apostolic Nuncio




Peter Cardinal Porekuu Dery (1918-2008) was a revered Ghanaian
clergyman and one of the leading fligures in the Roman Catholic
Church in West Africa. He manifested a deep Faith, Hope and Prayer

to anyone who encountered him.

He was born on May 10 1918 in Zimuopare, Northern Ghana. He
was baptized on 24 December 1932 and adopted the name “Peter” in

honor ot Saint Peter.

Dery was ordained a priest in 1951 after completing studies n
philosophy and theology at Saint Victor’s Seminary in Wiagha. He
furthered his education with a diploma in social studies from Saint
Francis Xavier College in Canada and a doctorate in theology from
the International Catechetical Institute in Belgium.

Appointed as the first bishop of the Diocese of Wa on March 10
1960, he was elevated to Archbishop of Tamale in 1977, where he
played a pivotal role in adapting Catholicism to local traditions.
Notably, he composed the first Dagaare Mass and strongly advocated
for inculturation within the Church. He also served on the Pontifical
Council for the Laity under Popes Paul VI and John Paul II.

Dery’s remarkable spiritual gift was his ability to divine water in arid
regions of Northern Ghana, a gift that benefited countless
communities. He was especially passionate about his ministry to
women and the youth in the Church.

He was created a Cardinal on March 26 20006 by Pope Benedict XVI.

He passed away peacefully in his sleep at his Tamale residence on 6
March 2008.

You still have the opportunity to encounter him and draw on his
spirituality by association.

For more information. to contribute or to become a member of the

Foundation, contact the Cardinal Dery Foundation on:

www.cardinalderyfoundation.com.
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Lord and
Creator of our ancestors and all people that live on earth,
we give you thanks for the inspiring life of your servant
Peter Cardinal Porekuu Dery.

Chosen by you, God and giver of all life, he lived as an
apostle of Jesus, fed your lamb, shepherded your people
and manifested your burning love to the needy.
Therefore Father we praise you for allowing the
tenderness of Your fatherly care, the glory of the cross of
Christ, and the splendor of your Holy Spirit to shine
through him. Indeed he has shown us that Holiness is the
necessary measure of ordinary Christian life and is the
way of achiecving cternal communion with you the
Triune God. Grant by his intercession, and according to
Your Will, a manifestation that he may be numbered
among your saints, for the glory of Your people.

Most sacred Heart of Jesus, Have mercy on us,
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for us
Saint Joseph, Pray for us

Saint Peter the Apostle, Pray for us

All you saints of Africa, Pray for us.
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